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Nov. 5, 1999
Contact: Pat Murdo, Mansfield Center for Pacific Affairs, (406) 243-6454.
PANEL EXAMINES KOREAN-AM ERICAN RELATIONSHIP
MISSOULA —
Four experts on Korea bring newspaper headlines about the Asian economic crises, missile
threats in North Korea and more into sharper focus Tuesday, Nov. 9, during a panel discussion at
The University of Montana. The two-hour discussion and question-and-answer session starts at 6
p.m. in the Dell Brown Room of Turner Hall.
The event is titled “Korean-American Relations: Are We Hamstrung Heading into a New
Millennium'7” Speakers will address economic, political and security issues facing the KoreanAmerican relationship in coming years.
Panel member Kim Sung Hwan, an economic counselor at the Republic of Korea’s
embassy in Washington, D.C., will describe South Korea’s response to the late 1990s debt crisis
and ongoing efforts to improve the economy.
Joining Kim will be Joanna Shelton, the recently retired deputy secretary-general of the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, who will provide an overview of
South Korea’s emerging role on the international scene and what that could mean for trade, the
United States and Montana. Shelton, a former U.S. State Department official, recently moved
from Paris to Montana and will teach next semester at UM.
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Another panelist is L. Gordon Flake, executive director of the Mansfield Center for Pacific
Affairs, who will discuss prospects for unification between North and South Korea, offering an
analysis of North Korea’s nuclear threat and whether there is a “what have we got to lose”
mentality because of the country’s poverty and famine.
Panelist Peter Beck, research director at the Korea Economic Institute, will review
security issues on the Korean Peninsula and Koreans’ attitudes toward the U.S. military presence.
The event is an “Asia Card Event,” meaning that students in Asian Studies or those
interested in Asian affairs can get a stamp on an Asia Card, which is issued by Professor Steve
Levine of UM’s Mansfield Center. (E-mail him at chinabox@selway.umt.edu.) Prizes will be
awarded in April at a drawing open to those who have attended at least five Asia Card events.
The event is being sponsored by the Mansfield Center for Pacific Affairs and the Maureen
and Mike Mansfield Center, both of which are funded by the Maureen and Mike Mansfield
Foundation. Other sponsors are the Korea Economic Institute of Washington, D.C., the Korea
Economic Institute of Washington, D.C., and the Embassy of the Republic of Korea.
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